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• Many North Carolina communities are experiencing an affordable housing crisis, 

which is particularly severe for those who rent. More than 290,000 NC households 

spend more than 50% of their incomes on rent.

• In some sectors, wages have stagnated while rents have continued to climb, 

resulting in a sharp increase in the number of cost burdened rental households.

• Increasing rents have contributed to overcrowding.

• Although progress has been made in reducing the number of substandard housing 

units in the state, there are still thousands of rental housing units that lack 

complete plumbing and kitchen facilities.
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• Census tracts with extreme housing conditions were found in 46 of North Carolina’s 100 

counties and in all regions.

• As of 2013, more than 377,000, or 28.2 percent, of the State’s rental households experienced 

severe cost burdens, were overcrowded or lacked critical facilities.

• The number of severely cost-burdened households increased by 53,737 or 22.5 percent 

between 2008 and 2013.

• In eight census tracts, over 60 percent of renter households were severely cost burdened, 

with the highest percentage being 77.4 percent in a Wake County tract.

• The number of overcrowded households increased by 20,437, or 45.4 percent, between 

2008 and 2013.

• In six census tracts, over 30 percent of renter households were overcrowded, with the 

highest rate being 53 percent in a Wake County tract.



• Make it easier to find available properties in your communities.

• Make it easier for contractors and construction workers to establish their 

businesses in North Carolina.

• Continue to emphasize Community College and Apprenticeship programs that 

focus on building and construction (Electrical, Plumbing, Maintenance).

• Local governments can increase the supply of affordable housing by increasing 

land zoned for multi-family housing and streamlining approval processes.






